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AGENDA OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

JANUARY 17, 2021 

11:00 AM 

 

 
  1.  Invocation 

  2.  Call meeting to order 

  3.  Presentation and adoption of roll of voting Members/Quorum 

  4.  Minutes of the Annual Meeting of January 2020 

  5.  Treasurer’s Report for the year 2020 

  6.  Reports on Parish Life 

  7.  Commission Reports 

  8.  Invitation for Other Reports 

  9. New Business 

a.  Presentation of 2021 Budget 

   b.  Presentation of Nominees/Election of Officers and Vestrypersons 

   c.  Presentation of Nominee/Election of Alternate Delegate 

  10.  Remarks of the Rector 

  11.  Opportunity for General Discussion 

  12.  Announcements 

  12.  Benediction 
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List Of Those Eligible To Vote, Nominate, and be Nominated for Vestry Positions 
   Eligibility is determined  by: 
        1) having one’s baptism recorded at St. Peter’s 
        2) attending St. Peter’s regularly for the past six months, during which time one has been 
faithful in  
            working, praying, and giving for the spread of God’s kingdom 
        3) having attained age 16 (Persons must be 18 years of age to serve on Vestry.) 

 
Barber, Erik 
Barber, Megan 
Bell, Andrew T 
Bell, Daniel 
Bell, Katherine 
Bell, Mark 
Bell, Patrick 
Bell, Sandra 
Bennett, Brett 
Bennett, Danielle 
Best, Mary Lou 
Bierkan, Amanda 
Bierkan, Aren 
Bodfish, John 
Brin, Jennifer 
Brin, Peter 
Brown, Ann 
Brown, Elizabeth 
Brown, Jim 
Cartier, Dennis 
Cartier, Kristin 
Chapman, Randi 
Davidson, Abigail 
Davidson, Andrew 
 

Davidson, Cindy 
Davidson, Emily 
Davidson, Ken  
Davidson, Lindsey 
Dewberry, Peter 
Dewberry, Sheila 
Dorsey, Tracy 
Drozd, Cindy 
Evans, Louise 
Flanagan, Glenn 
Fornuto, Diane 
Fornuto, Tara 
Fraley, Ken 
Ghostlaw, Don 
Gobetz, Frank 
Gough, Audrey 
Hartley, Bill 
Healey, Brenda 
Healey, Chris 
Hensler, Paul 
Hoff, Barbara 
Houlroyd, Martha 
Hubeny, Amy 
Hubeny, Richard 
 

Jackson, Margaret 
Kubica, Karen 
Kubica, Rich 
Lammers, Marvourine 
Malone, Ann 
Malone, Elizabeth 
Malone, Greg 
McBeth, Robert 
McBeth, Susan 
Menon, Devika 
Menon, Ingrid 
Menon, Sachin 
Merrill, Lynn 
Minch, Pearl 
Myers, Bill 
Myers, Karen 
Nanci, Dominic 
Nanci, Shirley 
Newton, Amy 
Newton, Ken 
Ober, Dora-Lee 
O’Connell, Ginger 
O’Connell, Pete 
Ostrowski, Laura 
 

Ostrowski, Samantha 
Ostrowski, Victoria 
Pile, James T 
Pile, Lisa 
Plank, Rich 
Redinger, James 
Redinger, Kari 
Redinger, Linda 
Roche, Marion 
Roulier, Leslie 
Roulier, Paul 
Sparks, Janet 
Sparks, Len 
Taylor, Claire 
Torchio-Zembko, Nancy 
Traska, Shelly 
Van Niel, David 
Van Niel, Sharon 
Waitt, Heather 
Waitt, Jeff 
Waitt, Mary 
Zeidler, Andy 
Zeidler, Shirley

 
 
            Rev. 1/11/21 
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Annual Parish Meeting 

January 26, 2020 

Invocation was led by Reverend Anne Fraley. 

The Meeting Was Called To Order at 10:47 AM by Rev. Anne. 

Presentation and Adoption of Roll of Voting Members / Quorum:  A “List Of Those Eligible To Vote, 

Nominate, and be Nominated for Vestry Positions” was provided in the “Annual Report of St. Peter’s Episcopal 

Church for the Year 2019.” Motion was made by Lynn Merrill to adopt the list of voting members as presented.  

Diane Fornuto seconded the motion. Motion carried.   

A signup sheet was available for members present to sign in. Forty Eight (48) members signed the sheet.  Quorum 

was met.  

Minutes from the 2019 Annual Meeting are included in the 2019 Annual Report. There was one correction 

offered by Dora-Lee Ober that she wrote a Christmas Story, not an Easter Story. The correction was noted. Motion 

was made by Jeff Waitt and seconded by Kari Redinger to accept the minutes as corrected. Motion carried. 

Treasurers report for 2019 is included in the 2019 Annual Report and was presented by Greg Malone. The total 

income for 2019 was $257,191.59. The total expenses were $252,621.10.  Greg provided comments on how the 

$60,000 capital expense project for a new roof had been funded and allocated as part of a within-year expense 

item in 2019. That allocation resulted in the 2019 income and expense totals appearing to be far higher than the 

2018 numbers and will not be reflected in the 2020 budgeted amounts. Refer to the Treasurers report that is in the 

Annual Report for 2019 for income and expense details. No Additions or corrections to the Treasurers Report 

were presented. Motion was made by Diane Fornuto to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Aren Bierkan seconded 

the motion.  Motion carried. 

Parish Life and Commission Reports:  Copies of all Parish Life related and Commission related reports are 

presented for review in the 2019 Annual Report. Rev. Anne noted that our Safe Church policies require that our 

nursery have two unrelated adults present in the nursery. Rev Anne acknowledged the contributions of Shelly 

Traska, Ginger O’Connell and Amy Newton who acted as a rotating core of volunteers to fulfill this requirement. 

Invitation for Other Reports:  No other reports were submitted. 

New Business: 

2020 Budget:  Greg Malone presented the Budget for 2020. The presented budget is for informational 

purposes as the 2020 budget was adopted and approved by the Vestry at the January 6, 2020 meeting. 

Total budgeted income indicated that pledges are budgeted up about $12,000 from 2019 for 2020, but 

reflects numbers that are quite close to what the actual pledges turned out to be in 2019. Including all other 

income sources, the budgeted income for 2020 is $217,000.00. Budgeted expenses partially driven by 

standard Diocesan guidelines. We know that we are planning to replace the furnace this Spring or Summer. 

That project is anticipated to be funded from the Future Projects budget instead of the Operating Budget. 

Operating budget for Mission outreach is at 6%. Budgeted expenses are flat versus the budgeted income 

at $217,000.00.   

For more detail on both budgeted income and expense, refer to the copy of the 2020 Budget in the Annual 

Report.   

Presentation of Nominations / Slate of Officers was posted in “Light Breezes” and is as follows: 

Bill Myers, Senior Warden 

Jeff Waitt, Junior Warden 

Greg Malone, Treasurer 
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Jim Redinger, Clerk 

Barbara Hoff, Vestry - Three Year Term 

Ingrid Menon, Vestry - Three Year Term 

Jim Brown, Vestry - filling the 1 year remaining term of Jim Redinger 

Kristin  Cartier, Diocesan Delegate - Three Year Term 

Dora-Lee Ober, Alternate Diocesan Delegate - Three Year Term 

Motion was made by Kari Redinger to accept the Slate of Officers and Diocesan Delegates as 

presented by acclamation. Diane Fornuto seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

By-laws Revisions proposals for cleaning up language and simplifying the nomination process are 

detailed in the Annual Report. Following questions and discussion, motion was made by Diane Fornuto 

to accept the proposed By-laws changes as presented. Lynn Merrill seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Rectors remarks:  Rev. Anne thanked Shirley Zeidler who is coming off of Vestry after a three year term and 

Shelly Traska who is coming off after serving as Junior Warden as well as two three year terms on the Vestry. 

Rev. Anne thanked Martha Houlroyd who had completed six years as Diocesan Delegate, Linda Redinger for 

serving as Clerk for the year, and Jim Brown for filling in this past year to complete an unexpired term on the 

Vestry so a member could take on a different role and for doing the same this year. Rev. Anne thanked all those 

parish members who filled the various leadership roles last year and who are stepping up to fill leadership roles 

this year.  

Rev. Ann remarked upon the fact that pledges are up in the parish and it reflects upon our theme of “Walk In 

Love”. She remarked upon the fact that Mission Commission has estimated that between 60 and 65 parish 

members participated in hands on mission activities in the past year and that number did not include the Girl 

Scouts and others who joined with us in support of our hands-on outreach efforts. Rev. Anne thanked all for the 

many ways in which parish members have showed up, stood up, supported with their presence and exhibited their 

engagement, welcome, hospitality, generosity, and a reflection of who Jesus is to this world around us. 

General Discussion:  Diane Fornuto thanked everyone for everything that was done for Tony’s Memorial service.   

Rev. Anne thanked Tim Mascarinas for all his work with the music since he joined us last year.  

Rev. Anne noted that it is such a pleasure to come to the office because she is blessed with having Diane Fornuto 

as an office mate and for all that Diane does to keep things on track and all the daily requirements flowing.   

Announcements:  Rev Anne noted that Aren and Amanda Bierkan are working on a Fish Fry fund raiser for 

Mission and will need many volunteers to help in the effort. More information will be forthcoming.  

Karen Kubica thanked the members of “Pete’s Pals” for all their efforts to provide meals to those in need and 

noted that the effort will be ongoing. Rev. Anne noted that the Pete’s Pals efforts was as a direct result of a need 

expressed at last year’s annual meeting and is yet another example of the outreach efforts of our parish members. 

Benediction was given by Rev. Anne.   

All joined hands and recited The Lord’s Prayer. 

Adjournment:   Motion was made to adjourn by Jeff Waitt and seconded by Mary Waitt.  Motion carried.   

Meeting was adjourned at 11:34 AM. 

Go in Peace.   

Respectfully submitted:  Linda Redinger, Clerk. 
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Vestry Motions 

2020 

Note:  Due to COVID restrictions and complications, Vestry Meetings were not held every month. Nine Vestry 

Meetings took place during 2020 

 

The following motions were made, seconded, and approved by vote of the Vestry either within or outside of vestry 

meetings: 

 

Vestry Meeting January 6, 2020: 

Sandy Bell moved to resend the minutes of the October 14, 2020 via email for review and approval via 

email. Bill Myers seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Bill Myers moved to accept the November 11, 2019 minutes as corrected. Sandy Bell seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. 

A motion was made by Jim Redinger to accept the treasurer’s report. The motion was seconded by Bill 

Myers. The motion carried. 

Jim Redinger moved to accept the proposed By Laws changes as corrected, adding the Section 5 

correction. Sandy Bell seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Jenn Brin moved to approve the 2020 budget as presented. Shelly Traska seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

A Motion was made by Jenn Brin that purchases for the kitchen must be environmentally friendly / recyclable 

items. Motion seconded by Shirley Zeidler. Motion carried. 

Bill Myers moved to adjourn. Sandy Bell seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

 

Vestry Meeting February 12, 2020: 

Motion was made by Jen Brin and seconded by Bill Myers to approve the minutes of January 6, 2020.  

Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Bill Myers and seconded by Jeff Waitt to accept the treasurer’s report.  Motion 

carried. 

Jen Brin moved and was seconded by Sandy Bell to accept and approve the 2019 Parochial Report.  

Motion carried. 

 

Vestry Meeting March 9, 2020: 

Motion was made by Bill Myers and seconded by Jeff Waitt to approve the minutes of February 10, 2020.  

Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Bill Myers and seconded by Jeff Waitt to accept the treasurer’s report. Motion carried 

Motion was made by Jeff Waitt and seconded by Sandy Bell to approve the purchase of a machine to record 

the sermons.  Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Jeff Waitt and seconded by Sandy Bell to upgrade hosting for improving website.  

Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Jenn Brin and seconded by Sandy Bell to adopt the suggested and preferred rates for 

building use.  Motion carried. 

 

Vestry Meeting April 20, 2020 

Motion was made by Bill Myers and seconded by Sandy Bell to approve the minutes of March 9, 2020.  

Motion carried. 
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Motion was made by Bill Myers and seconded by Sandy Bell to move the money from the recently closed 

CD into the Diocese account.  Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Jeff Waitt and seconded by Sandy Bell to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried. 

Jeff Waitt moved to adjourn the meeting and Greg Malone seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Vestry Meeting June 8, 2020 

Jeff Waitt moved to table the minutes of the April 20 meeting until the next vestry meeting.  Motion was 

seconded by Sandy Bell.  Motion carried. 

Barbara Hoff moved to accept the Treasurers Report, seconded by Sandy Bell.  Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Bill Myers and seconded by Sandy Bell to move the money from the recently closed 

CD into the Diocese account.  Motion passed. 

A motion was made by Jeff Waitt to approve $44,000 for an upgrade of the heating systems and a total 

conversion from oil to natural gas.  If rebates can be obtained, they will be applied against the cost.  Motion 

was seconded by Sandy Bell.  Motion carried. 

Motion to adjourn made by Bill Myers and seconded by Sandy Bell.  Motion carried.   

 

June 11, 2020 via email outside of Vestry Meeting 

A motion was made by Jeff Waitt and seconded by Jim Redinger to accept the $5,125 security system proposal 

from Dubaldo Security, including the addition of two low temperature detectors and one water leakage 

detector, and proceed with the purchase and installation of the equipment and the monthly monitoring service.  

Motion carried. 

 

Vestry Meeting July 13, 2020 

A motion was made by Jeff Waitt to accept the Treasurer’s Report and seconded by Sandy Bell.  Motion 

carried. 

A motion was made by Jim Redinger and seconded by Sandy Bell to accept the anti-racism resolution as 

altered. Motion carried. 

Jim Redinger moved to approve payment of the $3,750 insurance deductible.  Motion was seconded by Greg 

Malone.  Motion carried. 

Jim Redinger moved to adjourn and Sandy Bell seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Vestry Meeting September 14, 2020 

Motion to accept the April the minutes as corrected made by Jim Redinger and seconded by Sandy Bell.  

Motion carried.   

Motion to accept the June minutes as corrected made by Jim Redinger and seconded by Sandy Bell.  Motion 

carried.  

Motion to accept the July minutes as corrected made by Barbara Hoff and seconded by Bill Myers.  Motion 

carried. 

Motion made by Jeff Waitt and seconded by Sandy Bell to accept the Treasurer’s Report and seconded by 

Sandy Bell.  Motion carried. 

Bill Myers moved to adjourn the meeting and Sandy Bell seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Vestry Meeting October 12, 2020 

Motion to accept the September minutes as corrected made by Bill Myers and seconded by Sandy Bell.  

Motion carried.  
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Bill Myers moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Sandy Bell Seconded.  Motion Carried. 

Bill Myers moved that we hire Rosa Electric to do the electrical work and that we allocate a total $6,000 for 

the overall lighting project.  Sandy Bell seconded the motion.  Motion passed.   

Bill Myers moved to adjourn the meeting and Sandy Bell seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Vestry Meeting December 14, 2020 

Motion to accept the October minutes as corrected made by Bill Myers and seconded by Sandy Bell.  Motion 

carried. 

Bill Myers moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Sandy Bell seconded.  Motion carried. 

Bill Myers and Jeff Waitt moved to adjourn at the same time.  There was apparent unanimous agreement that 

the Clerk should give the credit for the motion to Jeff Waitt.  Sandy Bell seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

December 28, 2020 via email outside of Vestry Meeting 

A motion was made by Jeff Waitt and seconded by Jim Redinger to approve the purchase of a new gas range 

for the rectory kitchen and target $1,100 for the purchase, installation, and removal of the old unit.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted:  James D. Redinger, Clerk 
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Rector’s Report 
 

Years ago my father gifted to me a plaque with the Latin inscription, “Vocatus Atque Non Vocatus Deus Aterit.” 

Bidden or not bidden God is present. While I have experienced these words as a timeless truth, they have never 

resonated quite so deeply for me as during this past year. 

 

Even before the coronavirus permeated our lives in ways that demanded flexibility, adaptability, and creativity—

to invoke a few descriptors—God’s presence was palpable among this community. Led by Amanda and Aren 

Bierkan’s enthusiasm and more than capable direction, a team of parishioners organized a community fish-fry 

fundraising event that St. Peter’s would host to benefit the South Windsor Food and Fuel Bank. As a first-time 

event it was determined that a dress rehearsal was warranted to test the flow of preparing and delivering food. 

That rehearsal took place March 13 with high energy among our volunteers, and the meal was well-received by 

those who came to support the effort, evidence of God’s presence within and among us.  

 

The fish-fry was the last activity the church hosted before closing the building for indoor gatherings in 2020. 

When we locked the doors afterward, we did not yet know that thirty-six hours later we would be broadcasting 

worship from the sanctuary with a skeleton crew and an iPhone by way of our Facebook page. Within days of 

that launch, we were also offering spiritual companionship via Compline and morning devotions five days a week 

through our Facebook page. In one form or another, from various locations on our campus, we have continued to 

worship by this means, and as a physically separated community, ever since, evidence of God’s presence within 

and among us. 

 

I can’t speak to the experience of worshiping at home during this pandemic. What I can say is that drawing on 

technology to connect us as people of God has been both a gift and a challenge. The learning curve was steep, 

and occasions along the way to introduce new platforms or incorporate additional technologies proved enticing 

and intimidating. I have been beyond grateful for the willingness and grace of everyone in the parish to rally as 

we adjusted to our new circumstances, including a reimagined celebration of our graduating high school students. 

You have been accepting, encouraging, and forgiving along the way, evidence of God’s presence within and 

among us. 

 

I owe a debt of gratitude to the ad hoc task force that made it possible to shift worship outdoors in the summer so 

that we could gather in person. That effort was likewise a gift and a challenge. Oh, to see your faces, and to hold 

a conversation! Woe, to suffer internet connectivity issues and struggle to get the sound right! Yet, again, as a 

team and a community we buckled down to resolve or respond to the issues as they arose, and we were able to 

broadcast from outdoors through October, evidence of God’s presence within and among us.  

 

While we settled into patterns of worship via technology, we also took advantage of liturgical occasions to expand 

those horizons. A number of videos were created by which we celebrated Tim Mascarinas’ thirtieth birthday, 

blessed our pets, and remembered persons who had died since the Feast of All Saints in 2019. Christmas proved 

an occasion where a prerecorded service allowed us to incorporate specially created videos and artwork to 

accompany music. We rounded out the year with an outdoor, in-person liturgy to ring in the new year, literally, 

with a circle of light and prayer in front of the belltower, evidence of God’s presence within and among us.  

 

During this unusual year I was most deeply involved with matters pertaining to worship, but other activity 

continued, as well. Enhancements to the property were made, the Mission Commission continued with several of 

its targeted projects, and a collaboration with our Scout Troop 682 for Girls resulted in the establishment of a 

Little Free Pantry on our property to help members of our community facing food insecurity.  

 

We also engaged with the community in other ways. In early November the Second Annual Sleepout to Prevent 

Homelessness converted its plan to hold a sleepout on the grounds of St. Peter’s to a virtual event, broadcast from 
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in front of the church and featuring a variety of speakers. At Thanksgiving we again served a traditional holiday 

dinner to area seniors, increasing the number of meals served exponentially as a result of citizens staying at home 

for the holiday. All of this has been evidence of God’s presence within and among us. 

 

I am deeply grateful for the capable leadership of our outgoing Wardens, Bill Myers and Jeff Waitt, whose 

support, encouragement, and companionship through this year have been invaluable. Together with the Vestry 

we have navigated a challenging year with relative ease and grace.  

 

I also want to thank Jim Brown and Jim Redinger, outgoing members of the Vestry for their time and commitment 

to St. Peter’s in that capacity, with an added dose of thanks to Jim Redinger for his leadership of the Mission 

Commission during the last two years. Erik Barber also completes a term, but will continue to serve by filling an 

unexpired term of another member. Tracy Dorsey has stepped down as director of the Altar Guild after a lengthy 

tenure. There are no words to convey adequately the value of her role in overseeing the teams that undertake 

weekly tasks that support our worship when we meet in person, or the details that accompany seasonal liturgical 

shifts even as we gather virtually. We all owe her our deepest thanks.  

 

Finally I want to thank our staff, Diane Fornuto and Tim Mascarinas, for their consistency and dedication as we 

reimagined our life as a parish during this pandemic. Their flexibility has helped us maintain a necessary 

equilibrium as we adapted our traditions and norms to a situation that was anything but normal. They have been 

a solid team with whom to venture through uncharted territory.  

 

Like you, I am eager to resume activities that bring us together in person as we love and serve our Lord. I am 

hopeful, with the recent availability of a vaccine, that the time between this separated experience of community 

and the direct renewal of our bonds of love and faithfulness will be short. Decisions related to that timing are 

based on the safety and wellbeing of all our members. We have been well served to honor one another in that way 

throughout the pandemic. When that time does come, it is also my hope that the experiences of this time will 

inform how we live as a community of Christ’s faithful, how we pray for the benefit of the world, and how we 

serve in his name going forward.  

 

In whatever ways God has revealed Himself to us during this past year, I am confident that through that learning 

He is opening a way for us to share that revelation with a world in need of His divine love. I have faith that we 

are ready to enter that chapter, well equipped.  

 

Vocatus Atque Non Vocatus Deus Aterit, 

 

Anne+ 

The Reverend Anne Fraley, Rector 
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Senior Warden’s Report 
 

This wasn’t the year for churches to flourish and many churches struggled. We had our share of challenges, but 

we stayed together in spite of technological issues and social distancing. Your commitment to St. Peters is based 

on a holy and faithful God who loves us all no matter what. It helps that we love each other but that is relatively 

easy to do, we have so much in common, namely, Jesus. Everything we did in prayer or thought or deed helped 

keep us together and that meant a great deal to me. I thank God for all of you. 

 

Rev. Anne has been with us for three years. Her faith and leadership have been steady and positive during this 

time of storm. She can be counted on. She is a servant of our Lord and I look forward to continuing our Christian 

journey with her. I am retiring from the Vestry, again, and I am confident that the 2021 Vestry will lead us in 

strengthening our faith and bring God’s love to the world around us, near and far. This has been a difficult time 

of COVID-19 but it has not gotten the better of us. 

 

We build a strong Christian community when we reach out to each other, love each other, and pitch in and help 

each other. Through our eyes, ears, hearts, and minds we can recognize God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit among us 

and, through those same senses, we serve those around us. I have truly enjoyed working with Jeff Waitt, our 

Vestry and Rev. Anne. 

 

God bless you, 

Bill Myers 

 

 

Junior Warden’s Report 
 

This year presented many challenges in all areas of our lives. I think staying connected to people was the biggest 

challenge for me, and probably for many others, as well. On a personal level it has been a blessing to have been 

involved in church leadership this past year, for many reasons, not the least of which is, it provided additional 

opportunities to stay connected to many of my friends at St. Peter’s. Here at St. Peter’s we all had to step outside 

of our comfort zones to both plan and conduct services and activities and to lead and attend them, especially with 

the move to using technology to broadcast our services and moving outdoors for services and fellowship activities.   

 

Compared to many churches our challenges have been small. We have had some issues with technology (we are 

working to improve) and I’m sure we are all missing the wonderful relationships we have grown over the years, 

and the spirituality we experience when we worship together. However, our faith is still strong and our communal 

commitment to St. Peter’s is also still strong, and by that, and for that, we are truly blessed.  

 

Rev. Anne has done a wonderful job of leading us through this difficult year. She met the challenges head on and 

found ways to keep our church life as normal as possible. I look forward to continuing on my faith journey under 

her leadership. I am retiring from Vestry, at least for the time being. I have faith that the next Vestry will continue 

to lead St. Peter’s with faith and commitment to God. 

 

It has been an honor and true pleasure to work with Rev. Anne, Bill Myers and the Vestry. I will continue as 

Property Commission lead and look forward to opportunities to reach out and connect with folks as I look for 

help with various property related tasks. 

 

God Bless, 

Jeff Waitt 

Jeff.waitt@comcast.net 

mailto:Jeff.waitt@comcast.net
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Reports of Commissions and Organizations 
 

Faith Formation Commission Reports 

 

Sunday School 
 

As with everything in 2020, Sunday School got derailed. However, the year did begin with the older students 

continuing to use lesson materials from our past collection. For the younger students we combined the two groups 

into one so that all students aged Kindergarten through sixth grade were in the same classroom. This was based 

on lower enrollment. For this group, the committee members found a free high-quality curriculum online that was 

meeting their needs. Episcopal Children's Curriculum (ECC) is a thematic Sunday school program tied to the 

seasons of the church year. It was developed by the Center for the Ministry of Teaching and has a rotation of 3 

years, so it can be used without repetition. It comes with a weekly “newspaper” that we print for the students and 

a variety of activities to choose from that can be adapted for the different ages. 

 

Service projects give the students a visible and active way to serve their community, while helping build 

relationships between the younger and older students. Fortunately, we were able to complete a service project in 

February that benefitted the South Windsor Senior Center. The entire Sunday School students created handmade 

Valentine’s that were distributed to 20 Meals on Wheels recipients and another 10 to residents that are struggling 

with dementia and other issues. The students also included a small goodie bag with each of the Valentines. 

 

Before the shutdown, the students were able to complete a family Lenten activity, “Resurrection Eggs”, that the 

students were able to complete as a family during the last twelve days of Lent.  

 

Although there was discussion on how to continue and or relook at how Sunday School could continue during the 

shut-down, there were no definitive options that seemed viable with the current Sunday School population. 

Options will continue to be evaluated as the year continues with the hope that the students will be back together 

in the near future. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandy Bell, Megan Barber, and Danielle Bennett 

 

Women’s Bible Chat 
 

Women’s Bible Chat is currently on hold. So much of what makes this a success is the opportunity to share in 

the learning and so we wait until we can join together again. 

 

We were able to meet a few times at the beginning of the year. The format is to watch a video, this time about the 

Miracles of Jesus, and then discuss how the particular bible story relates to us. One of the unique features of this 

program is that each study is “stand alone”, so participants can come when they are able. The size and participants 

of each meeting may vary, but the one constant is the love and acceptance of all who attend.  

 

When we are back up and running, I invite you to attend this wonderful opportunity to get to know each other, 

and to learn more about ourselves and our relationship with God. Where else can you spend an enjoyable evening 

with wonderful Christian women, have a laugh, learn a little bit about yourself, grow your relationship with God, 

and leave ready to take on the world! 

 

Ginger O’Connell 
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Men’s Bible Study 
 

The men’s bible study has been on hiatus during the COVID-19 pandemic. There has been discussion about how 

to keep it going, but Zoom, or similar tools, are just not conducive to the kind of conversation that takes place 

around a table. We will pick this back up once we are able to meet in person again. 

 

God Bless, 

Jeff Waitt  

Jeff.waitt@comcast.net 

 

 

 

Mission Commission 
 

Thank You  -  Due to the often changing COVID restrictions, the 2020 Mission Commission efforts were 

extremely curtailed. Despite that, the Mission Commission was able to provide direct support to a number of 

outreach projects. The Mission Commission sincerely thanks all of the volunteers who participated in the Mission 

projects and activities that were able to move forward. 

 

Africa Education Partnership  -  This is usually a parishioner hands on activity (COVID curtailed personal 

involvements) providing assistance to the St. Peter's volunteers in their efforts to support the AEP. This year the 

Mission Commission provided financial support for the AEP fundraising efforts.   

 

Clairvaux House  -  This parishioner hands on activity provided materials and supplies for general needs support 

of families in refuge in the Clairvaux House. 

 

Disaster Relief  -  The Mission Commission joined individual parish members in financial relief to a specific 

family in Nashville, TN who were devastated by a tornado. 

 

Episcopal Relief & Development  -  Financial support was provided through the Episcopal Diocese directed to 

their relief, health, social, economic, and religious education programs. 

 

Episcopal Relief - Gulf Coast Hurricane Relief  -  Financial support was provided in a special donation made 

to Episcopal Relief & Development that was earmarked for relief of victims of the several hurricanes that hit the 

Gulf Coast.   

 

Episcopal Relief - Wildfires in California  -  Financial support was provided in a special donation made to 

Episcopal Relief & Development that was earmarked for relief of victims of the wildfires in California. 

 

Hartford Bags Of Love & Open Pantries  -  Financial support was provided for feeding the homeless and those 

in need in the Hartford area.   

 

St. Peter’s Open Pantry  -  An Open Pantry located at St. Peter’s was established and is maintained in a joint 

effort between the parish and the girls BSA Troop 682 that meets at St. Peter’s. The pantry has operated well 

since inception providing non-perishable foods to those in need in our community. Non perishable food donations 

are accepted to help restock the St. Peter’s Open Pantry. 

 

South Windsor Food Bank  -  This parishioner hands on activity provided for collection and delivery of non-

perishable foods and essential supplies to support the local food bank.   

mailto:Jeff.waitt@comcast.net
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The Highlight project of 2020 was our annual parishioner hands on activity for the benefit of South Windsor 

Adult and Senior Services. St. Peter’s volunteers prepared and served a full Thanksgiving meal for South 

Windsor seniors, shut-ins, and Meals On Wheels recipients who otherwise may not have been able to celebrate 

Thanksgiving. Ken Fraley was the project leader for the 2020 Thanksgiving Meal.  He led about 30 volunteers 

plus a bunch of pie bakers in putting together and delivering/serving 145 complete Thanksgiving meals. Most of 

the meals were curbside pick-up, but about 30 of them were hand delivered door to door by volunteers. There 

were many thank you calls and notes and a lot of wonderful feedback has been received at the Senior Center and 

at St. Peters directly.   

 

At the end of the day when there were 10 meals left, the team delivered them to the South Windsor police officers 

who were on duty at the time. Many thanks were received from them for St. Peter’s commitment to supporting 

our community.   

 

Outlook for 2021  -   Because so many local parishioner hands on projects were curtailed or cancelled by the 

COVID restrictions, the Mission Commission requested that the Vestry consider carrying over the project funding 

remaining from 2020 into 2021 to be added to any Mission funding that may be granted for 2021.   

 

We look forward to repeating many of the projects that have been so very successful in the past and to adding 

new hands-on Mission outreach projects as appropriate during 2021. Please join the Mission effort by contributing 

your ideas, feedback, perspectives and support. As soon as we can begin regular meetings again following church 

services, we will let the parish know and will again invite all to participate. 

 

Respectfully Submitted  

James Redinger, 2020 Chair        Amanda Bierkan, 2020 Vice Chair 

Sandy Bell, Aren Bierkan, Rev. Anne Fraley, Ken Fraley, 

Ingrid Menon, Karen Myers, Kari Redinger, Linda Redinger  

 

 

Fishin’ for Mission Addendum 
 

Fishin’ for Mission was a new project proposed to the Mission Commission as not only a way to feed our 

community and provide fellowship, but to give back to South Windsor and its surrounding towns. This was a new 

project that required a lot of time, planning and preparation. With the amazing efforts and support of the entire 

St. Peters family we were able to support multiple sub committees who all came together to make this event a 

success. We prepared and were successfully able to complete our dry run that was for our St. Peter’s family only. 

This gave us the chance to try out the logistics, our recipes, and overall quality control in preparation for the 

anticipated main event. The dry run almost did not happen because of COVID-19 and the growing 

recommendations from our Governor to keep indoor crowds to a limit. We were able to add a to-go option in 

addition to in house dining and pull it off safely. Overall the dry run event was a huge success. We were able to 

re-group and have a post event meeting to discuss process improvement. Unfortunately, the pandemic forced 

cancellation of the first annual main event for 2020. Our hope and dream is that we will again be able to prepare 

for this event and provide for our community a beautiful fish fry that is low cost via donations and fundraising so 

that funds raised may be used to give back to our local community. We are looking forward to the future and 

many prayers that COVID-19 gets under control and we can offer this event soon. Thank you St. Peters for all of 

your support. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Amanda and Aren Bierkan, Mission Commission 
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Finance Commission 
The Finance Committee tracks the annual pledge drive, prepares the budget, counts and deposits your weekly 

giving and reports out on your individual donations. 

 

Andy Zeidler confirms the weekly count, assigns pledge numbers and makes the deposits. Diane schedules the 

counting crew. There are only 6 of us! Ken Davidson issues the quarterly statements and assists in many technical 

ways. Greg Malone gives monthly reports to the vestry and yearly reports to the parish and the Diocese. He tracks 

all income and expenses, administers our payroll and pays the bills. He is the primary builder of the yearly budget 

and a strong, steady hand in both policy and practice. It is an honor to work with them. 

 

Rev. Anne introduced the “Walk in Love” campaign two years ago. It has been a huge success. Your generous 

giving to God and this church sustain St. Peter’s. That, in this time of uncertainty is amazing! Thank you. Each 

and every pledge, no matter how large or small is a blessing to this church and to God. 

 

In faith, 

Bill Myers 

 

 

Parish Life Commission 
 

 

Well, we thought we would try some new things in 2020 and the projected calendar of events would not have 

disappointed. But COVID 19 became the new “event” and hopefully we’ll get to the planned events in 2021. 

 

We had a pot-luck breakfast at the Annual Meeting in January. Always delicious food from our many cooks. 

 

Muffulettas have become a very successful way to usher in the season of Lent. On February 25th about 35 of us 

enjoyed them for dinner. 

 

Then in June, after being apart for many months we tried a family picnic idea in the parking lot to be safe and 

enjoy each others’ company. For whatever reason it was not a huge success but seems a viable activity to try 

again. 

 

On September 15th after church, we had warm cider and yummy homemade muffins in an attempt to re-create our 

old friend, “the coffee hour.” 

 

Several families came to the October 17th tailgating party. There were decorations, outstanding food and a great 

firepit complete with s’more fixings. 

 

Parish Life came to a high point in November when we all worked to prepare and serve a wonderful Thanksgiving 

meal to the town’s seniors. Teaming up with the Mission Commission was a true blessing. 

 

On December 19th we joined up with the Mission Commission again and sent hundreds of delicious Christmas 

cookies to Hartford’s “Bags of Love.” Some of the extra cookies made their way to our homes. Not our typical 

cookie exchange but nothing is typical anymore. Five car loads then grabbed some hot chocolate and headed out 

to see the beautiful Christmas light displays in our local area. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Karen Myers, Mary Waitt, Shirley Nanci, Leslie Roulier and Shirley Zeidler. 
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Praying Hands 
 

Praying Hands, St. Peter’s Intercessory Prayer Group, keeps in contact by telephone as requests are received.  The 

group prays for all those for whom prayers have been requested.  Requests are confidential unless it is noted that 

they are to be in the bulletin.  We pray for each individual for one month unless it is a serious illness or we are 

asked to extend the request.  Everyone is welcome to join us and we would be happy to have you.  Present 

members are Randi Chapman, Audrey Gough, Eveline LaPointe, Lynn Merrill, Lisa Soloway, and Rev. Anne.  

Please feel free to contact anyone of them and please join.  

 

Submitted by Audrey Gough 

 

 

Heavenly Hugs 
 

Like everyone else Heavenly Hugs has had a very different year. After a few meetings at the beginning of the 

year, our gatherings have been on hold. The highlight of the year however was still the same. We were able to 

have a gathering to share the presentation of high school senior with their afghans. Each senior is gifted with a 

handmade afghan for them to take wherever life leads them. It is a reminder that St. Peter’s will always be their 

home. 

Prayer shawls and lap afghans are still available at the church office. They are there for those who need to be 

wrapped in the comfort of our Lord. Sometimes it’s a person going through chemotherapy, or someone who has 

experienced a death or loss. Whatever the need, we can help.  We are a full-service ministry. We also have 

wonderful handmade cards to accompany our shawls and gift bags to wrap them in.  

The most wonderful thing about this ministry is we have no idea how we have helped those in need. Sometimes 

we get beautiful thank you notes, but often those in need are not able to share their stories. We are confident that 

through our handmade items they are touched by God’s love and know that we are praying for them. 

Ginger O’Connell and Tracy Dorsey 

 

Property Commission 

 
In my 2019 report I listed projects that were either in flight or planned to begin in 2020 and beyond. This report 

will provide an update on those, and other projects, either underway, completed, or still to be addressed.  

 

New front sign 

Front sign lighting  

Flood lights that light up the outside of the building 

Pole lamp improvements 

Motion lights that don’t operate properly 

Parking lot lighting 

New bell tower 

New Cross on the side of the building 

Gutters and/or gutter screens 

Security System 

Conversion from oil to gas  
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New front sign and Front sign lighting  

A new sign has been decided on, approved by the town, and has been ordered. Sign lighting will be resolved when 

the new sign is installed. 

Flood lights that light up the outside of the building (includes all lighting issues) 

We just completed a lighting improvement project that addressed our outdoor lighting issues. The entire exterior 

of our church building, including the courtyard, is now illuminated. Our three pole lamps were replaced plus three 

new ones were added, giving our property a much more welcoming look after dark. Parking lot lighting was 

augmented using fixtures on the building. All exterior lights are now up-to-date fixtures, using LED bulbs and 

dusk to dawn technology. 

New bell tower 

The bell tower was demolished (not including the foundational structure) and rebuilt by Harmony Home 

Improvement.  

New Cross on the outside of the building 

At this time last year the vestry was deciding between using the repaired cross, reordering from the supplier, or 

finding another supplier. It was decided to use the repaired cross. It’s hanging on the wall, and well lit.  

Gutters and/or gutter screens 

The church gutters were replaced, with a size compatible with the size of our roof, when the roof was replaced 

last year. We still need to look into installing gutter screens. The rectory roof and gutters will need to be looked 

at in 2021. 

Security System 

Following an attempted break-in early last spring, it was decided to have a security system installed. That work 

has been completed. 

Conversion from oil to gas 

We completed the conversion from oil to natural gas this past fall. There were two drivers for this project; the 

need to replace our ancient boiler and the fact that Eversource was bringing gas up Sand Hill Rd. to the police 

station. A cost benefit analysis showed converting to gas to be a good choice. The main boiler/furnace, located 

off the Narthex, was completely replaced and the education wing burner was upgraded to gas. An electric hot 

water heater was installed to provide hot water for the office wing restrooms, further reducing our energy usage 

and cost. We are set up to convert the gas range in the church kitchen to use natural gas, once we have used up 

the LP gas we currently have.  

The burner at the rectory was also converted to natural gas and pre-work was done to accommodate a switch to 

gas for the rectory kitchen. As it turns out, the control module of the electric range was fried, probably due to a 

surge following our last power outage, allowing for the conversion to gas and installation of a new gas range. 

There are many maintenance items that come up that don’t require contractors that were taken on by you. I thank 

you for continuing to volunteer to keep our property safe, usable, attractive, and welcoming. I’d also like to thank 

the members of the property commission who take care of much of the regular maintenance and things that pop 

up. And of course, a big thanks to the Boy Scouts who help us with our property upkeep every year. 

During COVID times the Property Commission will meet using Zoom. If you would like to join us, send me an 

email and I’ll add you to the invitation. We continue to keep a list of things that need to be done. If you see 

something that needs attention, or if you want to help out, please let me or one of the wardens know. 

God Bless, 

Jeff Waitt 

Jeff.waitt@comcast.net 

 

mailto:Jeff.waitt@comcast.net
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Worship Commission 
 

I would like to say thank you to Reverend Anne for her leadership of the worship commission this year, as well 

as members, Bill Meyers, Tim Mascarinas, Shelly Traska, Tracey Dorsey, Jenn Brin, Sandy Bell. This year, a 

second group, the Reopening Task Force, was formed. It is led by Reverend Anne, as well. Members are Mark 

Bell, Danielle Bennett, Bill Myers, Ken Davidson, Tim Mascarinas, Diane Fornuto, and me. Once social 

distancing was deemed necessary due to the COVID pandemic, meetings for both groups were held via Zoom.  

 

Worship Commission: 

• At our January in-person meeting, the worship commission discussed adding a worship service to St. 

Peter’s schedule. Ironically, due to the pandemic, we reduced the schedule to one service a week.  

• Lent and Easter in-person observances were modified to be streamed as our Governor and diocesan 

leadership directed us to stay home. 

• Reverend Anne pivoted to a single Facebook Streaming of 10 a.m. services from March to mid-June. In 

warmer months, we followed our tradition of a single 9 a.m. service. We enjoyed outdoor (socially-

distanced) services in August, September and October that were also streamed. We returned to streamed 

only services for remainder of 2020. 

• Reverend Anne, Diane Fornuto and Tim Mascarinas, lectors, readers, ushers, altar guild members, choir, 

lay preachers were flexible and blessed our worship, with a can-do approach. I am grateful for you all. 

• Reverend Anne added Tuesday and Thursday morning devotions at 7:30 a.m. and evening compline on 

Mondays and Wednesday and Friday evenings at 8 p.m. which can be viewed at parishioners’ 

convenience. 

 

Reopening task force focused on the following:  

• Incremental reopening of in-person worship 

• outdoor services (during warmer months) 

• brainstorming return to indoor worship 

 

Unexpected blessings:  

• Worshiping outdoors with St. Peter’s beautiful memorial garden in the background 

 

Continued blessings: 

• Recognizing our high school graduates 

• Coffee hour via zoom 

• Supporting each other from a distance 

• Continued music under the direction of Tim Mascarinas 

• A lovely altar, thanks to St. Peter’s altar guild 

• many parishioners contributing time and talent to worship each week:  lectors, ushers, intercessors, altar 

guild members, acolytes, lay preachers, prayer ministers, chalice bearers and choir members 

 

Challenges: 

• Wifi reliability challenges 

• Variety of technological tools (computer, ipad, phone, etc) contributed to varied instructions for accessing 

the service 

• Loss of freely being with each other in our usual ways 

 

Activity behind the scenes: 

• Following discussions by the reopening task force group 
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o Danielle Bennett drafted/ composed reopening letter and covenant 

o Karen Kubica drafted a to-do list reopening covenant 

o Tim Mascarinas, Bill Myers and Ken Davidson met with Reverend Anne in the outdoor space to 

plan the technological steps needed to stream and hold outdoor services  

o Ken Davidson documented the technology process with photos and written procedures 

 

Updates: 

The Altar Guild commission is asking for new members, including a replacement for Tracy Dorsey. Tracey has 

faithfully overseen this commission for over twenty years and is stepping aside. We are very grateful for her 

creative and steadfast service. Flowers, candles, hosts, wine, linen, appropriate hanging of banners are some of 

the many tasks that Tracy and the Altar Guild teams oversee. Thank you, Tracy.  

 

I apologize if I missed noting specific contributions. That said, our worship relies on all our parishioners, and I 

thank you. I wish to convey to you all my deepest gratitude for your dedication and participation. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Kubica 

 

 

Altar Guild 
 

The Ministry of the Altar Guild is to prepare the Lord’s Table for the Holy Eucharist, baptisms, weddings, 

confirmations, funerals and other special services. The Altar Guild is self-supporting with funds provided by 

parishioner flower offerings. These offerings enable the Altar Guild to purchase the flowers that decorate the altar 

on Sundays and holidays and provide for ongoing expenses and supplies throughout the year.   

 

Several members have stepped down this year.  I’d like to thank Ingrid Menon, Shelly Traska, Shirley Zeidler 

and Ginger O’Connell for their service on Altar Guild. After many years on Altar Guild and serving as Altar 

Guilder Director I have stepped down as well effective 12/30/20.  

 

There are many opportunities now for others to step up to support this essential ministry. New members will have 

the opportunity to bring fresh ideas to support worship at St. Peters. Please contact the Worship Commission 

Lead, Karen Kubica, and/or Rev. Anne Fraley.   

 

Altar Guild Teams:   

Director:  OPEN 

 

Team 1 (Jan., April, July, Oct.): 

Team 2 (Feb., May, Aug., Nov.): Martha Houlroyd 

Team 3 (March, June, Sept., Dec.): Ann Brown, Julie Dixon, Karen Myers, Sharon Van Niel 

 

Financials:  1/1/2020 – 12/31/2020   

  

STARTING BALANCE:   $4,680  ENDING BALANCE:   $4,332  

 

 

Respectfully,  

Tracy Dorsey 
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Music Ministry 
 

The year of our Lord 2020 was a time of reassessment and re-evaluation for the music ministry. Coming into 

2020, choir members received a “truckload” of music; a pile of offertory anthems that were planned out and to 

be sung from January until their break in June 2020. After getting a feel for what our choir is capable of, 2020 

was the year our choir would expand their musical capabilities with new song selections. We sang a different 

arrangement of “In the Bleak Midwinter” by Harold Darke and introduced congregational tunes that suit well for 

a revised songbook. Selecting music for church choir is always a balancing act. If you introduce something new, 

you have to mix it with familiar tunes to offset unfamiliarity. I went to Rochester, NY in early March for an 

ACDA conference. While I was away, the choir was preparing a new piece that never got to perforate your ears, 

“If Ye Love Me” by CT composer, Peter Niedmann. We were also preparing “And Can It Be?” by Dan Forrest 

for Palm Sunday, and a multitude of anthems already in our library that I hadn’t selected previously. This was 

when COVID-19 became a trending topic all over the world. The decision was made during that week to restrict 

in-person gatherings, and thus began the saga of online worship. 

There’s no doubt online worship created obstacles in efficacy. As part of St. Peter’s Reopening Task Force, our 

focus shifted on what steps we needed to take in order to return to in-person worship. After meticulous discussions 

on assessing every possible pro and con for each scenario, we opened up to outdoor worship in accordance with 

State and Diocesan guidelines. At this time, congregational singing indoors was, and is still today, a big no-no 

due to exposure from aerosols and respiratory droplets that someone might be carrying. At outdoor worship. I 

sang with a mask on, and congregants hummed the music. Choirs have been experimenting outdoor, social distant 

rehearsals where each singer is standing at least 8-10 feet away from each other with masks. This is something to 

consider for us when the weather gets warmer, as my own reservations about risk of exposure is significantly 

reduced if we keep these precautions in mind. 

Leading and engaging folks in virtual choir projects is hard for most of our choir members. As I continue with 

my doctoral studies, there’s simply no way for me to produce such projects at an adequate pace. Early in the 

summer, I made an attempt to create a virtual choir project (video + audio), but the process of creating these 

projects and learning new software programs to put these together was still new to me and I felt overwhelmed by 

the process and scrapped it. I played around with these programs and made three videos over the summer to feel 

more competent leading into the Fall semester. This becomes relevant fast-forwarding to All Saints Day/Sunday 

in November, where I was tasked with creating an audio project of our choir members singing the Litany of 

Remembrance, the “Lux Aeterna” by Chris de Silva, commemorating those who have died since last year’s 

Litany. Special thanks to choir members Jeff Waitt, Barbara Hoff, Frank Gobetz, Shirley Nanci, Rich Kubica, 

and Bill Myers for rehearsing and recording their singing excerpts on Zoom, which were then transferred into an 

audio file for me to splice. 

For Christmas Eve, we opted for a prerecorded service where I was tasked with audio and Anne created the video. 

Many thanks to Shirley Nanci and Rich Kubica for providing audio tracks for our processional and recessional 

hymns. 10 straight days after my last final exam for 2020, I was compiling, editing, and mixing the music for our 

service. I created at least four tracks for singing each voice part along with providing accompaniment. Then there 

was extensive time spent lining up each voice and fixing any “imperfections” on every track. I’m grateful that 

this challenging project turned out to be a success! As the year concluded, I created instrumental tracks for our 

outdoor candlelight service on New Year’s Eve, helping to ring in a more peaceful and prosperous 2021. 

 

I look back on the offertory anthem I selected last year on this particular Sunday when we gathered for our annual 

meeting. The title is “Come Just As You Are.” How fitting it must be that even in virtual online worship, we will 

embrace each other’s presence coming together, just as you are, to lead our parish forward in 2021. 

 

Peace and all good, 

Tim Mascarinas 
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Parish Budget for 2021 
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